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Know Your Audience

* Pop is about connection

25 Best Practices for Writing * Write for someone specific
Killer Pop Lyrics * Speak their language
The essential.checklist for-hit-worthy
lyrics:
2
Start with a Clear Concept Create a Strong Title
* Oneidea per song * Memorable
* Stay emotionally focused * Emotional
* Often your chorus hook
4
Set Your Point of View Use a Proven Structure
* Choose: first, second, or third person * Verse—Chorus—Verse—Chorus—Bridge—Chorus
« Stick with it unless there's a good reason to * Familiar forms help songs land
switch

6



Start with the Chorus

e Stuck? Write the chorus first
* It’ll give you direction
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Use Contrast

* Verses and choruses should feel different
* Make the chorus lift

Keep a Consistent Rhyme Scheme

* AABB or ABAB are common
* Predictability is a pop strength

Say It Simply

* Clarity > Cleverness
* Avoid overcomplication

Be Emotionally Direct

* Don’t be vague
* Say how you feel
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Avoid Clichés (or Flip Them)

* Put a twist on familiar phrases
* Make it fresh
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Repetition is Your Friend

* Hooks work because they’re repeated
* Don’t be afraid to say it again
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Hook Every Section

* Not just the chorus
* Verses and bridges should shine too
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Use Punchy, Rhythmic Phrasing

* Lyrics should feel good to say out loud
* Think groove and flow
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Match Your Syllable Count

* Balanced lines are easier to sing
* Keep the rhythm tight
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Show, Don’t Just Tell

* “I'm sad” = weak
* “I haven’t left my room in days” = strong
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Use Specific Imagery

* Detail makes it real
* Ground your lyrics in tangible images
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Be Vulnerable

* Honesty connects
* Let yourself be seen
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Tap Into Universal Emotions

* Love, loss, joy, betrayal
* Make your story personal but relatable
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Leave Space for Interpretation

* Don’t over-explain
¢ Invite the listener’s imagination
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Co-Write with Others

* Collaboration sparks creativity
 Different minds = better songs
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Edit Ruthlessly

* Cut what doesn’t serve the song
* Be brutal if necessary

22

Record Voice Memos Early

» Capture inspiration before it fades
* You will forget it
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Use Songwriting Tools

* RhymeZone, thesaurus, Al
* Tools are your creative allies
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Outro / Call to Action

* Thanks for watching!
* Like, subscribe, and comment your favorite tip
* “Great songs aren’t written—they’re

rewritten”

* Keep writing!
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Study the Greats

* Analyze your favorite pop lyrics
* Reverse-engineer what works
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